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Debby Seibert,

Coordinator

2013

Ruth’s Harvest started

in September, serving

Hanover Elementary 

40,000 meals

served in 1st year

2014

Program expanded to

all Hanover Public SD

Elementary schools

180

Average number of

backpacks distributed

each Friday - January

through April 2024

The name RUTH'S HARVEST comes from the Second Chapter of the

book of RUTH. During biblical times, when harvesting their crop,

farmers would begin the harvest 3 or 4 rows in from the ends of the

crop, thus leaving the first few rows for the less fortunate. Ruth made

a point of gathering the crop to distribute to her neighbors. The

concept of that day is demonstrated through this ministry.

For we are co-
workers in God’s
service; you are
God’s field,
God’s building.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:9

Donated items, including

goods purchased from

monetary donations, are

delivered to Ruth’s Harvest.

Everything is sorted onto

shelves and into bins for easy

distribution on packing day!
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Did you know?

Each weekend

backpack contains:

2 breakfasts

5 entrees

vegetables & fruit

3 snacks

beverages

Suggested items for
donation:

 
*single-serve soups
*single-serve cereal
*granola bars and

oatmeal
*individual cans tuna

*single-serve macaroni
& cheese packages
*single-serve pasta
entrees (i.e. Chef
Boyardee Ravioli)

*snacks like Fruit Roll-
Ups, Chips, Popcorn,

Pretzels, etc.

EASY-OPEN tops are
appreciated for our

young children!

On packing day,

bins are placed in

order for simple

assembly.  Each

backpack meal kit

is bagged and

ready for delivery

to the schools.

It takes MANY HANDS for Ruth’s Harvest to operate

smoothly!  Please consider joining this ministry by

volunteering your time and/or your resources.  Donations

can be brought to HACC all year- even in the summer!

Please mark donations “Ruth’s Harvest”. 

Backpack kits

are delivered to

Hanover Public

Elementary

Schools on

Friday for

weekend food

assistance.
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Family of Hope

 “Hope” was one of six children whose biological parents struggled with alcohol and drug addiction. Placed in

various foster homes, then split from siblings, “Hope” was sexually assaulted as a child. “Hope” was adopted

and attended 4 different high schools. At age 18, they moved to Virginia to try to rekindle a relationship with

their biological mother, which proved unsuccessful. In 2014, “Hope” met their spouse in Virginia, where they

both lived and worked and had their first child a year later. They married in 2017 but moved to Pennsylvania in

2018 when one spouse lost their job after neck surgery and the other spouse suffered a vehicle accident with

traumatic brain injury. They stayed with family for a short time, but then became homeless, living in their car

for over a year. They entered a shelter, where they lived for six months until they were able to get their own

place. Soon after they welcomed their second child.

In 2022, they moved back to Virginia and stayed with family until the beginning of 2024.  After their third child

was born in 2023, one parent lost their job due to post-partum depression and mental health issues. The

other spouse worked two jobs until experiencing personal trauma at work, causing depression and eventual

drug addiction. They went through rehabilitation and is currently in Virginia staying with friends with the goal

of joining the family when their situation becomes stable. They video chat and text daily.

“Hope” came to the Changing Lives Shelter with their three children in June 2024. Without transportation

since their car’s engine blew, they walked 2 1/2 miles to attend the PAL lunch after visiting the public library. At

PAL lunch, “Hope” heard that HACC also offered a shelter. They applied for the shelter and was contacted the

next day by Erika Gonzalez, Shelter Coordinator, to move into the family room, which has a bedroom and living

room area. In the shelter, the family was given a safe place to live, plus food, toys, clothing, laundry care,

personal hygiene supplies, diapers, wipes, help enrolling the oldest child in school, and counseling services to

assist in finding a job and an apartment. “Hope” states that the shelter is a peaceful, healing place that gives

them stability, a routine, and schedule. It also gives them an address, which is invaluable when trying to get a

job, license, or benefits. “Hope” believes that God is working miracles in their family’s lives. They have started

to pray more and they are attending a local church. “Hope” will attend classes starting in August to obtain a

CDL license. “Hope” states the family has gone through a lot and has struggled, but it is getting better.

In addition to needing a job, “Hope” stated that they need transportation and a stroller wagon for the two

youngest children, as their double stroller has a hole in the middle.

Thank you to all who donate to the Changing Lives Shelter. You will never know the difference you are

making in the lives of our residents like this family.  May God Bless You!

When you donate to the Changing Lives Shelter, you greatly impact and bless

the lives of many residents going through struggles and challenging times. Each

resident who comes to us has a story. Some come to the shelter because of

health reasons, others due to job loss or divorce. With their permission, here is

the story of one family, “Hope” currently in our shelter with their three children. 
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Hanover Area Council of Churches
special needs for August

Ministry Special Needs this Month Learn about this Ministry!

·Canned veggies 

·Scalloped potatoes

·Oils: vegetable, olive, spray oil

·Sugar

·Ziplock bags (sandwich and gallon sizes)

·Grocery and/or shopping bags

PAL is looking for volunteers for 2024!

Cooking and packing meals, assisting with

sorting of food donations, donation pick-

ups from local vendors, and more!  PAL

hours are typically 8:30am-12:30pm.

·Single serve fruit cups

 ·Single serve cereals

 ·Mac & Cheese cups

·Canned veggies

Ruth’s Harvest is seeking help on Tuesday

and Thursday mornings to sort and pack

food donations, and Fridays to deliver meals

to schools in the Hanover Area. Contact us if

you are interested in helping this ministry!

·Men’s jeans waist sizes 30-34 

·Shoes/sneakers (all sizes)

·Grocery, shopping, and/or reusable bags 

·White garbage bags 13 gallon size

·Dryer sheets

·Laundry detergent 

·Baggies - snack size

The Clothing Bank can use volunteers for

clothing preparation (wash/sort/hang),

organizing displays, assisting with sales on

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am-12pm, and

loading/delivery of overflow donations to

Community Aid.  Also open the 1st and 3rd

Saturday of each month!

·Handkerchiefs

·Sugar-free candy/snacks

·Hand-held fans

·NO-slip slippers

·Journal books

Meals-on-Wheels needs DRIVERS and

RUNNERS Monday through Friday to deliver

hot meals to our elderly clients. Deliveries

are between 10:30am-11:30am. Even one or

two days is a BIG help! We also need

substitute drivers! Contact us for more

information.

·Hygiene and toiletry products (shampoo, conditioner,

soap, body wash) 

·Clorox wipes

·Kitchen trash bags

·Ziploc bags (sandwich and gallon sizes)

·Razors (men’s and women’s)

·Tooth brushes

The Changing Lives Shelter is looking for

volunteers and groups to provide evening

programs, such as game nights, crafts,

worship and more! Let’s shed some light of

positivity into the lives of those in need.

REACH OUT AT ADMINHACC@HANOVERAREACOUNCILOFCHURCHES.ORG OR 717-633-6353 EXT 20

5



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

St. Jacob’s

Chick Fil A
Nuggets, Veggies,
Alfredo Noodles,

Fruit

St. Paul’s York St. 

Hot Dogs, Baked
Beans, Chips, Fruit

IPCA Casa Del Alfarero

Pork Chops, Rice,
Veggies, Fruit

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

St. Joseph’s

Beef Spaghetti,
Garlic Bread,
Veggies, Fruit

New Hope

Alfredo Chicken
Pasta, Veggies,

Rolls, Fruit

The Church of
Jesus Christ LDS

Ham, Green
Beans and

Potatoes, Veggies,
Rolls, Fruit

St. Bartholomew
Lutheran

Meatloaf, Veggies,
Potatoes, Rolls,

Fruit

St. Matthew
Lutheran

Ham, Veggies,
Rolls, Fruit

St. John’s
Abbottstown

Chicken and
Stuffing Casserole,

Veggies, Fruit

St. David’s
Lutheran

Grilled Ham and
Cheese Sandwich,

Salad, Fruit

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

St. Vincent de
Paul

Meatloaf,
Potatoes, Veggies,

Rolls, Fruit

Hanover COB

Alfredo Sausage
Spaghetti, Veggies,

Rolls, Fruit

Stone Church

Chick Fil A
Nuggets, Veggies,

Biscuits, Fruit

St. Joseph’s

Pulled Pork
Sandwiches,
Veggies, Fruit

Black Rock COB

Johnny Marzetti,
Veggies, Garlic

Bread, Fruit

All Saints
Episcopal

Block Party Beans,
Rice, Fruit

Grace UCC

Ham Cold Subs,
Veggie Beef Soup,

Fruit

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Stone Church

Lasagna, Veggies,
Garlic Bread, Fruit

First Church of
Hanover

Shrimp Alfredo
Pasta, Veggies,

Rolls, Fruit

Dominion Life of
Gettysburg

BBQ Pork Chops,
Cabbage, Rolls,

Fruit

Harvest Chapel

Taco Salad, Veggies,
Fruit

St. Jacob’s

Sausage Stuffing
Casserole, Veggies,

Fruit

St. Paul’s York St.

Pork Sauce Over
Rice, Veggies, Fruit

St. David UCC

Baked Chicken,
Veggies, Fruit

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

St. Mark Lutheran

Tatertot Casserole,
Veggies, Fruit

Harrity Team

Chicken Divan,
Veggies, Fruit

Emmanuel UCC
Abbottstown

Hamburger BBQ,
Baked Beans,

Fruit

Trinity UCC

Shepherd’s Pie,
Veggies, Rolls, Fruit

St. Matthew
Lutheran

Chick Fil A,
Veggies, Biscuits,

Fruit

St. Paul’s
Broadway

Ham, Green Beans
and Potatoes,

Veggies, Rolls, Fruit

Grace Church of
Hanover

PAL Teams & Menu
Lunch is served daily 11:30am-12:30pm

*menu is subject to change*
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

PAL Breakfast 
7-9am

Clothing Bank 9am-
12pm

Changing Lives
Shelter 1pm

Clothing Bank 
9am-4pm

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

Ministry Board
Meeting 2pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

Ruth’s Harvest
Board 10am

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

Building
Committee 7am

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

Clothing Bank
9am-4pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

Family First Health
1PM

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

PAL Breakfast 7-
9am

Clothing Bank 9am-
12pm

Community Needs
2pm

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

Board of Directors
7pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

Executive
Committee 2pm

Smart Recovery
7:30pm-9pm

PAL Breakfast
7-9am

Clothing Bank
9am-12pm

August 2024
Looking for our most recent updates and

news?  Check out our social media:
www.hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

www.facebook.com/1BodyOneSpirit
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The Hanover Area Council of

Churches shared our ministries with

those in attendence of the 2024

Snack Town Street Fair.

We  handed out travel cups with our

HACC logo, plus children were invited

to take a small plant home.  
Children were also invited to have

their faces painted, plus encouraged

to participate in a coloring contest,

with prizes of a meal basket or a

summer fun basket for the coloring

pages selected as winners by our

current Changing Lives Shelter

residents.  The coloring pages

featured positive messages, and will

be displayed in our shelter for our

residents to enjoy!

THANK YOU
SO MUCH!

to our Friends at St. Jacob’s Stone UCC

in Glenville.  They donated to PAL and

Changing Lives Shelter to honor their

interim pastor, Bruce Bouchard, upon

his retirement from their church.  Rev.

Bouchard was the first HACC Board

President, serving 1997-1998.

Pictured: Executive Director Mirna

Wildasin receiving the donations from

Don Miller, church member and HACC

Ministry Board member.8



BETTER LIVING RADIO WITH BILL O’BRIEN
LIVE BROADCAST ON WHVR 1280 AM

with Hanover Area Council of Churches 
First Monday of every month

10:00-11:00am.
Various guest speakers inform, 

entertain and enlighten you on a variety of 
interesting subjects - from health care, community 

events and other topics of local and regional interest.

   SENIOR HEALTH & 
   WELLNESS WORKSHOPS

Are you 65 or older? Join us for a series of
weekly health and wellness workshops, every

Tuesday 10:15am-2pm. Plus, enjoy a hot lunch*
served after the program!     *To receive your
hot lunch, please register in advance at the

Adult Desk or call    717-632-5183.  

 STAMP GROUP
collects cancelled stamps
from envelopes and sells

them to dealers and
wholesale stamp houses. 
The proceeds are used for
projects which benefit the

Residents.  Donations can be
mailed or dropped off 

at the campus.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
127 YORK STREET  HANOVER

FREE GROCERY KITS

Fruit, Potatoes & Pantry Items
EVERY SATURDAY 10-11am
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FALL FEST - 2024 
DATE: October 19, 2024

TIME: 11 AM to 4 PM 

Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church
1398 Moulstown Rd., North

Hanover, PA 17331

ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY:
Canaan’s Land Bluegrass Band

 
There will be vendors, games,

crafts and food.
 

Any questions, please call the
church Office (717) 632-2688.
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HACC will

receive the

proceeds from

the sale of 

CMP  t-shirts!
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We love our volunteers!

We will celebrate our volunteers with 

fun games and activities, 

plus delicious food and fellowship at our 

Volunteer Appreciation Luau
Friday, September 20, 2024

St. Paul’s Dubs Union Church

1958 Dubs Church Rd. Hanover PA 17331

3-6pm

Kindly RSVP to our Admin Assistant Martha 

or at the reception desk by 9/13/24.

The Hanover Council of Churches is proud to

announce the 2024 Stolte Scholarship winner is Alissa

Lalbeharry from Hanover. Alissa was awarded a one-

time grant of $1000.00 for her studies at Franklin and

Marshall College, where she is a sophomore majoring

in International Studies and Government, and

minoring in Spanish. She is a member of Grace Church

of Hanover and spent her first semester of college

studying abroad in Bath, England.

The Stolte Scholarship Fund was established by the

Hanover Council of Churches in 1973 in memory of

Rev. Robert H. Stolte, pastor of Lohr’s Memorial

United Methodist Church in Hanover from 1962-1973.

Scholarship applicants must be residents of the

greater Hanover area, active members of a church,

and pursuing a career into ministry, missions, or

humanitarian service.

Congratulations to the 2024
Stolte Scholarship recipient,

Alissa Lalbeharry!
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Q U E S T I O N S ?  C A L L  O R  E M A I L  O U R  A D M I N  A S S I S T A N T :

A D M I N H A C C @ H A N O V E R A R E A C O U N C I L O F C H U R C H E S . O R G

7 1 7 - 6 3 3 - 6 3 5 3  T H E N  “ 1 ”  F O R  A D M I N .

C u r r e n t  v o l u n t e e r s :  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  a  f o r m ?   

C a l l  M a r t h a  t o  s e t  u p  a  o n e - o n - o n e  a p p o i n t m e n t !

HACC Volunteering
A guide to obtaining Volunteer clearances

This is another required and FREE
clearance for Volunteers. Still on

www.pa.gov search for “SP4-164A” or
ePATCH. If you want a paper form to

submit via mail, search for “SP4-164A.pdf”
to get the online printable Volunteer form.

Our Volunteer Form can be found on our website:
www.hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

First CLICK on a ministry, then CLICK on “Volunteer”
to access our Volunteer Application. Print and fill

out the form for return with the required volunteer
clearances. This should occur BEFORE arriving to
volunteer at Hanover Area Council of Churches.

Once your HACC General Volunteer
Application plus two Volunteer-level

clearances have been received at HACC,
you will be contacted by a ministry
coordinator to begin volunteering!

This clearance is CY113 and is FREE for Volunteers. 
Visit www.pa.gov and type “CY113” in the search bar

at the top right of the screen. You can continue
online by making an account, or print the form for

submission by postal mail. Be sure to indicate
VOLUNTEER. Also please note you will need to list

ALL persons who you have lived with since 1975, as
well as all addresses where you have lived since 1975.

01 - Volunteer Application

03- PA State Police Criminal History 04 - Volunteer!

02- Child Abuse History Certification
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Did you know?
Hanover Area Council of Churches has an Endowment Fund

at the York County Community Foundation?  

This Fund helps ensure HACC can 

continue its mission in the future.  

You can create your own legacy by contributing directly to

the Fund or by including a future gift to the HACC

Endowment in your will, life insurance or retirement account.   

More information on our website.

Leave a
Legacy!

14



ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
890 McCosh Street, Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-5772   www.allsaintshanover.diocpa.org

ANNUNCIATION BVM
26 N. Third Street, McSherrystown, PA 17344 

717-637-1191   www.abvmchurch.org

BETHEL UCC
2112 Yingling Dr Spring Grove, PA 17362 

717-632-4260     www.betheluccspringgrove.com

BLACK ROCK CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
3864 Glenville Rd, Glenville, PA 17329 

717-637-6170     www.blackrockchurch.org

CHRIST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
32 Baltimore St. PO BOX 155 Codorus PA 17311

717-229-2561 www.christucccodorus.org

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1 Center Square Abbottstown, PA 17331 

717-259-9614 www.emmanueluccabbottstown.org

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
124 Broadway, Hanover, PA 17331 

717-632-8281     www.emmanuelucc.org

FAITH COMMUNITY OF THE BRETHREN HOME
2990 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford, PA 17350 

717-624-5253 Chapel in the Nicarry Meeting House

FIRST CHURCH OF HANOVER
200 Frederick Street, Hanover, PA. 17331 

717-637-1574     www.firstchurchhanover.org

GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
100 Fourth St., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-632-1146     www.graceucchanover.org

GRACE CHURCH
55 Albright Dr., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-3100     www.mygracechurch.org

HANOVER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
601 Wilson Avenue, Hanover, PA 17331 
717-632-2267     www.HanoverCOB.org

HOMEWOOD AT PLUM CREEK (CHAPEL)
425 Westminster, Hanover, PA. 17331 

717-637-4166     www.homewoodplumcreek.com

MT. CARMEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1398 Moulstown Rd. Hanover, PA 17331 
717-632-2688  mccoffice@mtcarmel.life

SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN Chapel at UTZ TERRACE
2100 UTZ Terrace, Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-0633

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S UNITED CHURCH (ELCA)
1204 Grand Valley Rd. Hanover, PA 17331 

717-632-1952     www.stbart-hanoverpa.org

ST. DAVID’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
1032 Musselman Rd., Hanover PA 17331 

717-632-1922     www.stdavidshanover.org

ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
142 Hobart Rd., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-2299     www.stdavidsucc.com

ST. JACOB’S (STONE)CHURCH UCC
5152 Stone Church Rd., Glenville, PA 17329 
717-212-9122     www.stonechurchucc.org

ST. JACOB’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
3444 Sticks Rd. Glen Rock, PA 17327 

717-235-7313     www.stjacobslutheran.org

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 East Water Street, Abbottstown, PA 17301

717-259-0796     www.stjohnsatown.com

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
5055 Grandview Rd. Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-5236     www.stjosephparishhanover.org

ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
129 Charles Street Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-8904     www.stmarkhanover.org

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
30 W. Chestnut St., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-7101     www.stmattlutheran.org

ST. PAUL’S DUBS UNION
1958 Dubs Church Rd., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-2419     www.stpaulsdubschurch.org

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1240 Broadway Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-0511     www.stpaulsbroadway.com

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
127 York St., Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-5941     www.stpaulsyorkst.org

ST. PAUL(STOVERSTOWN) CHURCH
4767 Lehman Rd., Spring Grove, PA 17362 

717-225-1072 www.stpaulslutheranstoverstown.org

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
220 Third St. Hanover, PA 17331

 717-637-4625     www.svparish.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH IN JEFFERSON
6 York Street Box 218 Codorus, PA 17311 

717-229-2619     www.trinityjefferson.church

TRINITY UCC
116 York Street, Hanover, PA 17331 

717-637-2233     www.trinityucchanover.org
Please contact your local church for service updates and times.

Member Church Directory
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Hanover, PA 17331

www.hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Return Service Requested

Any Questions, Concerns, Suggestions or Address Changes?
For any newsletter submissions, updates and/or any volunteer opportunities please email:

adminhacc@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org 

Mirna Wildasin, Executive Director
dirhacc@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Martha Lobaugh, Administrative Assistant
adminhacc@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Erika Gonzalez, Changing Lives Shelter Coordinator
clssup@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Sharon Shreve, Interim Provide-A-Lunch Coordinator
pal@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Mary Heath, Meals-On-Wheels Coordinator
mow@hanoverareacouncilofchurches.org

Debby Seibert, Ruth’s Harvest Coordinator

Melissa Early, Clothing Bank 

Please call us at: Office 717-633-6353   Shelter 717-633-1992
Our administration office is open Monday to Friday 8AM to 2PM

Changing Lives Shelter is closed between the hours of 11AM to 1PM


